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necessity for atonement. Impulsively air. She proposed that tbev walk 
he burst out: downtown. G41 1 11. of her ai— 

"Inspector, one of the beasts you pleasure, scarcely dared sugirrst an 
want is behind those curtains." answer to his curiosity, but the In- 

Norm cried out: 1 spector. in a i.-j.p.er mood, did not . 

"Jim! You might have let me have hesitate, 
that. His wife!" "Maybe. Nora, you'll tell us how 

The Inspector glanced from one to you got in that dive us a (lrat-class 
the other. housemaid." 

"What's on your mind. Nora?" a a * * 

Manford laughed easily. 

"No sentiment In this game, young 'T'HKRL was only on.- way I could 
woman. If we thought of the wives thiak of." she answered. "The 

th ® r ® d h ® few arrests." place was bound to make cases for 

With an air of satisfaction, as if the 

climatic features of the raid had been | Bellevue, so 1 went to the neon 
reserved for his Importance, he nurse and took her Into my confl- 
snatched the curtains open. Black : denCP she k ,. pl mc . pos ,ed. At every 
cowered in the embrasure of the . , " . 

boarded window, glaring out at his , chance 1 went there and was api-ar 
brother-in-law. He moistened lii« lips. , entlv ill n:j>elf of the tame dreadful 
••Don't let them tell Anna. Billy." ju n ess us the patient in the nest cot. 
Manford s satisfaction, founded on a , . , . , 

self-imposed superiority, suddenly ex- 1 About two weeks ago the head nurse 
plred. He • became rather pitifully 1 telephoned me a case had come In 
human. Hia cheeks darkened. His which looked promising. I've been 
insinuating antagonism for the in- I there since. I'll confess, the best I 
spector dwindled and faltered, finally, hoped for was the number of the 
Into a passionate mendicancy. He qiouse. but this girl grew confidential 
would meet any terms to spare his finally. She had actually worked 
sister's entanglement In the destroy- , there. When she found she cou’dn't 
lng scandal. , KO hack for a long time, and learned 

"I'm afraid you might thin.e the po- mat I was about to he discharged 
lice didn't do its duty." the inspector cured she w hispered a telephone 
said, softly. "I Just heard your own number and a name. She said they 
motto — no sentiment for the wives." wou ld want somebody and it was hard 
Garth had not shifted hie glance to _ f , . u , ( th e right kind. I called 
from Nora. Her disapproval more and up night and told them about her 
more Impressed him yet. with the , anxiety for the place. A 

bruise still eloquent on her white meeting was arranged with Smith In 
neck, he forced himself only with dis- R cafe H „ wouldn't give hie the sd- 

‘".f, 1 .* .'° bar K“ ln - „ . . .... • dress, hut he agreed to take me there 

"He a my prisoner. Manford If the , h afternoon. You see he wouldn't 
Inspector says the word we II tamper , , , Hlsain untt l he w as 

with the law and get him away and ^otm^-no afternoons ofT there." 
home. There s one condition: He does , u .. cl e Nor a. " the Inspector rnut- 
I nay for the next couple of years ] J 
— take* any treatment I suggest " • ie wt a - Vl#ir ,,- af 4 

"Don't worry. I'll a«*e to that." Man- i w th* Vient rhance I 

f He "tufted W^brSfh&'-Uw” " J “new I^coudln l n«e them «£»■/<£ 

BIack^stumbied*f nun* 1 , lie" embrasure. ^ f^VV * fo 

He reached out hla handa appealincly P |ace * — 7 he " l .V bad B!«rk 

••Yes, yea- I want to-wtih a„ my . ] The^wa, ^aXImWe 

Jhen. in.pector—" Manford be- , «•«-» Xd* "vYdenriy 

The Inspector winked good-hu- | been seen answ ering to that generous 
mured 1 v i symptom of bis before. 

, .. Garth noticed that she did not speak 

•'Since were ail such old friends I h| dl „ P tly. but her resentment 
agree. I've never had a cqpie-back ' ’ , d completely veil her relief at 
yet from reading a little humanity and safetv her appreciation of the 

mercy Into the law. You've a good ^raie tha. had urged him to her 
deal to learn about police work. * h „ r gratitude that his daring 

young man. Del a atari your educa- . d brought about the end she had so 
tion now. Well eee what the boys ard#nlIy desired. He hoped, moreover, 
have bagged." tha[ there was about her quiet man- 

When the crowded police van had n er something to be followed to that 
left. Nora. Garth and the inspector necessary but impulsive moment in 
stepped Into the crisp air. the brown radiance of the evil house. 

"Garth." the Inspector said, "you Yet. that Illusion she did not per- 
and Nora ought to have medals or rnlt him to hold for long. He left the 
something. That paleface at the inspector and her at the flat, with an 
head of the gang Is Jerry Smith. He uncomfortable feeling of having failed 
must have been sent on from San to measure up to the Idea of him she 
Francisco. If there's a country-wide had developed. She did not mention 
syndicate of crime he's on the board Black again, but her restraint per- 
of directors along with your old | listed. Sooner or later, he tried to 


rhaps. Nora had been handled. Garth heard a low whistle modulated 
'I'll get my hat and coat.” Black on an unfamiliar, minor Interval. 

Id. "Don't resist them. Jim," " 

'No." Garth amrwered. "From now perrd. Z- ..: — Z 

you'll stick to me like a brother/ Then she turned and ran. 


Nora whis-. and t! 

'I'll do what I can." no tli 

Z _..Z scream- porlu 

lng. through the curtains. into 

Garth dashed for the hidden door catch 

which led to the front of the house, wait 

he Instructed the Inspector to have a If only he could break through there, his fl 

man follow Black and himielf, and. reach a window, and signal the In- the g 

no matter what house they entered, spector! But when he tore the cur- bleedl 

^ <0 surround that entire block and to tains back he faced panels of an ex- peal. 

Thii 8 „,, r mK , ,!’'y/ B ® C * U * e Nora S* ve keep a watch on every house front .If j ceptional stoutness, unquestionably answi 

1 m. nu V /' t , he could communicate In no other .built to deaden sound as well as to of fe. 

d... n “r” r *° « lve way. Garth promised to Are his revol- form „ competent barricade. He sur- view 

*"*• efternoon I saw her en- ver twice, if possible, from a front rendered to the realisation that he battel 

.?! s' 1 W 2 L ,h * d ? or Window. - was caught in Ihc hear! of this evil house 

close behind her. and uartb— she has Black led the way without further . houHP Ml . wondered if Nora's strate- Ita o» 
never come out. protest down the staircase. He I „ v retarded his captors He 

.n rot? J * 13 m i ,n 2 mossed «he avenue with a lurching 1 A stealthy shuflllng turned him "No 

to full comprehension. If Nora had tail. Garth glanced back. A dark fro|n the j th . h f-.-ed the He 

d * Mrt f d bu '' d : Agure skulked after them. Ho that Hp , lad i, Pard , ha , Hamc g 0un d Into i 

lng and admitted, it was clear that waa a ! right. The Inspector would la8 . ni „ h . when the diminutive ! furnii 

her connection with the police had know their destination immediately ‘ ,a8 ' n,srtt when lh ' diminutive,.. 

been discovered. It was logically cer- — - - *■•— 

tain that she had walked Into an 
elaborately plotted ambqsh. 

He hurried to the sidewalk where he 
found the inspector braced heavily 
against the rail. 

!V . U „ "What can I do. Garth?” the big 
shawl man asked, hoarsely, 
id. and “Chief." he whispered, "take your 
men back to the station house and 
id you keep them ready. I'll telephone you 
there in a few minutes, fifteen or 


THE HIDDEN DOOR 

Another of the Gray Mask Stories. 


on you 11 stick to me like a brotner. 

He took the receiver from the tele- 
phone and got the Inspector at the 
station house. While Black protested. 


By Wadsworth Camp. 


shoulders tilled the 
turmoil that drswned 


G ARTH had spent an hour or so » N S“ v f f n h^had 

on an unimpressive case, and proper 

It was nearly midnight when For the first time Garth 
he turned south from the inspector's office with the 
‘ , of a culprit. Yet he could 

frontier of Harlem. himself Justly of blunde 

From time to time a light snow fell. When he opened the d 
He walked for a long time, scarcely ,"!*h 

aware of the landmarks of the neigh- ,|Jfs m ornlr ,„. A woman b, 
borhood. rehearsing thoughts whioh, poor, sat in a chair to t 
these last few weeks, had grown fa- the inspector's desk. He 
mill.r and unpalatable. Now. as .1- " d ~ ^10^."?/-^? 
ways, they failed to guide him to any which was draped over b« 
explanation of Nora's abrupt a'jan- nearly covered her face, 
donment of her routine. His recent mTi > alTr“' 

visits to the flat had thrown him into Garth threw up his har 

the hospitable hands of the inspector. "How could. I tell'.' I ot 

. . . : ,, hint In tv, m --m-fice. I kne’ 

had maintained an in- . th „ „,.hi,.i„. 


queues appeared to writhe in the 
brown and stifling light as they glid- 
ed along the hall, their talonlike 
hands outstretched. 

He guessed that the picture was In- 
tended to terrify, to Impress upon 
him the futility of resistance, yet 
while he had his revolver the success 
of such an attack was remote. 

"Stay where you are," he said puz- 
zled. trying to understand. "Come any 
closer and .I'll shoot." 

The yellow mouths grinned. Then, 
when it was too late. Garth under- 
stood the trick. A rush of colder air 
on his back Informed him that the j failed to 
heavy door was open. He stood be- ’ 
tween two II res. In fact, before he 
could turn, his wrists were grasped. 

Two leering faces were close to him. 
hut as the revolver was wrenched 
from his hand, he pulled the trigger 
twice. With the great door open 
these explosions might penetrate be- 
yond the house wall, might carry 
even to the inspector's men on the 
sidewalk. 

They had. at least, aroused tn the 
thick, brown twilight of the house a 
restless, incoherent stirring. Voices 
muttered. Steps pattered here and 
there. A muffled hell commenced to 
complain. Through the curtains from 
tlie Inner room stepped a man — a 
white man with cruelly intelligent 
■features. Garth realized that he 
probably faced the head of this or- 
ganization which for so long had out- 
witted tlie police. 

Garth laughed with an effort at 
bravado. 

"That was a signal." he said. 

•'Block's surrounded. They'll be In 
here before you light a joss slick. 

Call these things off. or you're as 
good as in the chair." 

Upstairs the stirrings increased. 

Some one shrieked. 

Nora appeared at the man's elbow. 

Her face was twisted with an aban- 
doned terror. 

"Men in the yard'" she gasped. 

Garth guessed that it was a part of 
her scheme to turn the hunt from 
him. to give him that one moment 
needed. And It worked. He felt Ills 
hands released The Chinamen 


Garth 


fORA came forward. She was 
shocked, but it was clear she 
share his scorn. As the 
| front dnnr yielded she put her hand 
1 on his arm. 

' "Have you ever seen his wife. Jim?" 
i she asked simply. 

! He nodded 

I "80 have I.” she went on. "She's 
■ the one I'm thinking of. She's too 
young, too happy, to have her whole 
life stained by this thing." 

Hut Garth's anger persisted. Black, 
however. In response to Nora's nod. 


who. however, 
comprehensible silence as to his 
daughter's whereabouts. Garth could 
read in this attitude no antagonism 
to his own ambitions. He was confi- 
dent that the result of his campaign 
for Nora's heart depended wholly on 
the girl herself. 

He realised It was growing late. 
Absent-mindedly he turned Into a side 
street. Intending to reach 3 d avenue 
and climb the steps of the nearest 
elevated elation. , 

It was the discreet murmuring of a 
motor that routed finally his preoc- 
cupation. A limousine of »"/.'* lr »ya- 
gant type had halted to ,'h® 

curb at the end of the blocs It point- 
ed s contrast which stirred the detec- 
tive's curiosity. The buildings, with 
high stoops and sunken areaways. 
were of a depressing, tasteless simi- 
larity — doubtless cheap boarding 
houses or dreary converted apart- 
ments. He saw that, while the chauf- 
feur retained his seat, the door was 
opened from the inside and a tall 
man. in a high hat and a furl coat, 
which exposed on evening shirt, 
steooed with nervous haste to the 


and thickened his voice. 

'Thank the I.ord!" 

"Thank Jim." she said, "although 
he risked everything by appearing 
here." 

"If you'd told us more of your 
plans." Garth said, "we would have 
worked better together." 

"I didn't dare." she answered. T 
knew so little myself. So much de- 
pended on success." 

Manford's fragile fingers pulled at 
his mustache. The humor In his eyes 
did not quite veil a real admiration. 

"Well!" he said. gayl)'. "Bet me eon- 


WHKN IT WAS TOO BATH GARTH UNDKR STOOD THE TRICK. 
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las up to some queer business last good-bye to New York. It was some- against the walla Tet his guide went 
light, and I thought he looked the thing I thought of last night- It with a quirk assurance to the rear 
>'P"- , ,, seemed common sense to forget it this door, which he opened with another 

>es. the inspector agreeji, drily, morning. Now. I'm going to make key. Black proceeded along the 

he certainly looked the type, so much ; sure. No time to talk." fence to the corner, 

o that I’d gamble that wizened brain I He ran swiftly west, past the house Black stooped. Uarth looked down 
if Ins held all 1 want to know. May- >on the corner, where the man had left at a rustling among the rubbish A 
pe you II he accommodating enough | the first coin, past the areaway where thin piece of flagging had ope«, tl at 

his feet as If hinged like a trap-door, 
leaving visible the top of a flight of 
rough wooden steps. 

Black stepped down and Garth fol- 
lowed. The steps led diagonally un- 
der the angle of the fence. Others 
rose Into the corner of the adjacent 
yard. If this was their destination, it 
neither to one side nor directly 
behind the empty house used as an 
entrance. Garth marveled at the 
simplicity of the contrivance. 

While Black carefully lowered the 
flag on the other side Garth glanced 
around. They stood In the kitchen 
shed of a house which, of course, 
faced the next street. 

Garth saw Black press an electric 
button. Almost at once the door 


U. S. GOVERNMENT HAS FINGER PRINTS 
OF FIVE MILLION MEN FILED IN RECORDS 


O NCE more the well dressed man "Don/ 
left the limousine and crossed the I 
sidewalk. For the second time he SP | f » 
bent and placed something carefully Garth 
on the ground. 

As the driver set his gear* and let 
the clutch In. Garth reached through 
the ereaway railing and fumbled 
about the sidewalk for the object. 

His fingers found It — round, flat. hard. 

It was a piece of money. 

Garth slipped from the areaway. 

He held his And up to the nearest 
lamp. The piece of money was a 
flve-dollar gold piece. He glanced 
along the street. The automobile had 
Just swung from sight. He started 
quickly after It. 

When he turned the comer he was 
not surprised to find the limousine 
halted again, to see the young man 
returning from a third excursion to 
the house line where, doubtless, he 
had with an extreme anxiety placed 
another piece of money. 

Garth broke Into a run. the chauf- 
feur glanced over his shoulder and 
muttered quickly to the man. who 
sprang In. As soon as the door was 
closed the car started with a speed 
almost affirmative of flight. 

Garth hastened to read the license . 
number on Its rear. As he wrote It In 
Ms pocketbook he watched the red of 
the tall light diminish and disappear. 

He walked over and picked up a 
! 5 -cent piece. , , 

Almost certainly another coin lay 
close to Lexington avenue, where the 
car has first stopped. He wanted to 
learn the denomination of that coin. 

As soon as he turned the corner he 
aaw that he would be too late, j 
Breathlessly, hs slipped into an area- • 
way and watched I 

A singularly small figure of a man 
shuffled across Lexington avenue and. | 
as If with an assured purpose, made | 
for the corner stoop. The face was 
eoncealed by the turned-up collar or 
a diminutive overcoat and by a felt 
hat. drawn low over the eyes. 

The man bent and picked up the 
ooln. Afterward he continued to- 
ward Garth, not. however, in a 
straight line. . .. 

Garth placed the flve-dollar gold 
piece Just outside the railing. He 
took his pocket lamp from his coat 
and held It ready. 

The man had evidently caught the 
pallid gleaming of the gold \\ ithout 
Increasing his pace be shuj"® d 
and stooped, stretching out his hand. 

Garth reached through the railing, 
and. as the hand was about to close 
over the money, grasped it with all 

his strength. ... 

He had been prepared for fright 
and for a struggle, but scarcely for the 
shrill, animal cry that greeted his 


cltement In America the suggestion was 
made, but not acted on 


HARACTKR development ' is 
**( frequently enumerated in 

% . the recruiting posters as 

^ among the numerous bene- 
fits to be derived from service in the 
Army of Uncle Sant, the inference being 
that after three years of contact with 
Army discipline no one could find it In 
his heart to enter upon a life of crime. 

Without going into the merits of the 
War Department's contentions as to the 
beneficent influences of Army training, 
however. It mn> be stated without fear 
of successful contradiction that there 
are certain phases of Army experience 
which may be depended upon to act as 
a deterrent on possible criminal inclina- 
tions. Any prudent ex-service man with 
a knowledge of modern methods of 
penology would hesitate to enter upon a 


that a system 
of finger printing might be used for 
1 their registration. Bui no departure at 
any time previously marie is comparable 
In Importance with the systematized la- 
bors in this direction of 8lr William 
Herschel of the British Indian civil serv- 
1 ire. Finding false personation prevalent 
| in all the Indian oourte. he determined 
[to Introduce the use of finger Impres- 
sions In the district of Hooch ly. In Ben- 
gal. of which he was then In executive 
charge. The success of the system waV 
J Instantaneous, and It was soon Intro- 
duced In practically all the department 
of India. 

Col. C. V. Henry, an Englishman, later 
became active in the extension and ap- 
plication of the system, and worked out 
what is probably the moat satisfactory 
system of classification that has yet 
been discovered The Henry system, 
slightly modified. Is used by the War 
Department in Wnshtngton. 

The most philosophical treatment of 
the -aubjeet, however, Is probably that 
of 1 ^Bbr!s;XMto«Tr In addition to pro- 
viding types and a nomenclature, sug- 
gesting a system of classification and 
examining the character and purpose of 
the riddees In their physiological aspect. 
Gallon, who made uge of much of the 
data collected by Sir William Herschel. 
has discussed the all-important question 
of persistence, and bas proved that the 
details of ridges constituting the pat- 
terns of finger Impressions persist 
throughout the whole period represent- 
ing the life of man. those found on the 
fingers of the new-born infant being 
traceable on the fingers of the same per- 
son In old age. and apparently effaceahle 
only when, after death, decomposition 
sets In. 

Galton has brought together some 
evidence to Indicate the transmlssl- 
billty of patterns by descent, but 
finds that no sensible amount of co- 
relstlon exists between the patterns 
or Impressions and the bodily facul- 
ties or characteristics, or that these 
finger markings are distinctive of 
race or temperament. 

Rasing his conclusions upon exam- 
inations of many sets of prints taken 
at different times and covering the 
Interval from childhood to boyhood, 
from boyhood to early manhood, from 
early manhood to middle age and 
from middle to extreme old age. Gal- 
ton has this to say as to the per- 
sistence of the same characteristics 

in finger prints throughout the life 

A FINGERPRINT HIGHLY MAGNIFIED. THIS PRINT FURNISHES of the subject: 

SIXTY-FIVE SEPARATE AND DISTINCT POINTS OF COMPARISON. IF ' AB }*>*{■* >* n " ■'*" except In one 
TWO PRINTS ARE ALIKE IN TEN PARTICULARS. THE CHANCES ARE fntenJiuf'wffich' miTlhe?' hllMM 

1JWZJM0 TO ONE THAT THEY WERE MADE RY THE SAME FINGER, wholly cover the ordinary life of man. 

..... • - - that 


Located in the 


RMY Identihcat: 


ureau 

Old Ford Theater Building, Aids Searches 
Lost Persons by Locating Prints — Great 
le o{ the System — Peculiar Cases on 
>rd — No Chance of Two Prints Being the 
e — How the Prints Are Indexed and 


; "Come back here. Where are you nav * 

KOlnK?" What do you mean by forcing — 

But it was another voice that swung '™ r - BUcl 5 : «i, 

him sharply. "Who is that? Whats all this 

"Jim! Don't lose your temper." Arnold. 

■ Garth strode to the woman. He . I m sorry. Mr. Black. >'“ rth 
snatched the intricately patterned hurriedly. I have to speak to 
shawl front her head. The face be- about something too Importan 
neath was old. stained and wrinkled; delay." 

but there was no disguising the dark. He paused, embarrassed relut 
young eyes which smiled up at him. to go on. for In the brightly lig 
"So that's why?" he gasped. "You've doorway of the living room a vr< 
done It well. Nora. Now maybe I can had appeared, amall. with an 1 exti 
know something about It." dlnary grace of figure and a 

"Understand." he said. "Nora doesn't which, in a trivial, light-hearted 
tell me any too much how she's work- Impressed him as rarely beaui 
lng, and she's been at this off and on She wore evening dress. A wrap 
for a long time. She had to see me draped across her arm Her re 
today. That's why I'm on my ear blance to Manford established 
! about the Chinaman. He might have Identity beyond debate 
saved her a good deal. You see. she's "It makes no difference. John, 
working on that case." weren't coming any way 

"Dope!" Garth cried. "It isn't safe. Aunt Sarah why 

I tell you she's fighting desperate Garlh breathed more freely, 
people. Inspector.” waited 

"Talk to Nora. I've told her all started 
that. When this rotten 

came up she would go Into It on her brought Into . 

own hook. I guess that's because she , swung on Black, 
knows Manford and his high-brow. | "Come In here." 
meddling society have got the dis- j He Indicated the living room, 
trict attorney behind them, and 
they've put it up to me hard. Ct— 

thinks she's spotted the house. That's out of which heavy eyes looked dis- 
what she had to see me about. She trustfully. 

wants a raid arranged for tonight. _^What_do you want?" Black asked, 
and she wants you there'" ' " ' ' 

"You must tell us." Nora said, "how "Don't trouble to sit down. Mr. 
you found the Chinaman. I've no Black." Garth directed. Tvs little 1 gcoffed 
doubt he was one of them." time — Just enough to tell you that ' 

Garth told his story of the man In I’m on to you. 
the limousine, of the trailing oriental. Black, with an odd, halting motion, 
of what he had learned at the bureau reached the center table. His fingers 
of licenses. Nora offered no Inter- shaking, he lifted a cigarette from a 
ruption. but she smiled sympathetic- sliver box and essayed to strike a 
ally at the inspector's rage. match. The wood splintered. He 

"They put It up to me." he grum- fumbled aimlessly about the table, 
bled. "Then they went to put It over He took the unlighted cigarette from 
me. What happens every time I work his mouth. He stammered: 
with these silk-stockined. fur-coated "Wh — what the devil do you mean?" 

societies that think they know more “No use bluffing." Garth said. •'You 
about vice than the police? And to give yourself away. But don’t get 
think. Garth, you snitched him away too scared. I’m the only one who 
from them, then let him croak!" knows." 

Nora prepared to leave. Garth fol- "Who are you?" 

lowed her to the hallway. He urged Garth threw back his coat lapel, 
her to let him share her plans, to give displaying momentarily his badge, 
him a more pronounced part in the Black's voice rose on a shrill note, 
risks. She shook her head. "It’s a He! It's a lie!" 

•■It’s best to let me work this alone "I watched you last night." he said, 
until the last minute. Jim.” "planting money here and there — a 

The day lingered interminably, piettjr, generous fancy. Just to give a *S y ' 
Whatever Nora had told her father people the Joy of finding It. Men Except 
he guarded with an unqualified stub- don’t do such things In their right 
bornness. When Garth Joined the In- senses. I've heard of it. but the fact 
spector In an uptown precinct house that you were the brother-in-law of G°d s saK 
at 10 o'clock that evening he found the head of an organization that was house be, 
Manford, In evening clothes, leaning after these cases put me off the . He poi 
against the desk while he tested the ‘ rac '‘-. Thought you were working do ?, rWAy ? 
Inspector's temper with a smiling face f or , bim. Now that I've had a good ball, but 
and an insinuating conversation. lo< 2 j 5 a .* >" ou ; there s no question." too short 
A number of detectives and some Black made a last pitiful effort. >* *“ 

men In uniform were grouped about ..J 1 ? 18 18 blackmal.. said Black. She sho 

the two. The Inspector's commands * have my price. Garth admitted. < -’nly 
were brief. At last he announced the Black “t the table edge. house. T 

number of the house. . n 11 them on to you down- boarding- 

Garth. Manford. and the Inspector led to ! 5 "~* hr ® u « : *l Manford. l 0 £i^' v 

the way. Garth's misgivings were ^ ou You d never have the nerve. Then b 
far more profound than If the chief ?, iv * “,.P ollc * ,ur * eon 0D « * ood look d ?*L 
risk had been his own. Where was . , . „ yo “ 

Nora now? What would such con- ® ,a 5 }L f J}J? b l ed ,' n on £ °* dr » w ‘ 
sclenceless men do to her if they e ?. H ” e *•?“£.* A^heav 

found at the last moment she was w much - h ® asked, with dry A _hea\ 

SlU?ment b »* f<>r th '' r hopele88 pre ~ P 'Not money.” Garth said. came fre 

The house presented an uncommunl- v-ZJ,? 1 making a fool of £™ached 


criminal career when he recalls that tke 
War Department haf a perfectly good 
record of his finger prints, nicely cata- 
logued and indexed and accessible upon 


woman who had followed him in. He 
You drew back. He controlled his gasp or 
I'll tell relief and gratitude, for it was Nora . 

-business!" herself who had opened the door for city in America. 

He them and who stood now on the i n 
until he was sure she was threshold of the halL ' 

.... , for her reception or dance. His astonishment had held him 

business ; unsuspecting the desolation he had longer than was discreet. He turned 
her home. Then- he at a sound to find his conductor gone. 

He knew what that portended. He 
cursed his carelessness. 

— - — — . Nora took his arm. 

----. Black followed with uncertain steps. -what are you doing here" she 
She The light shone on his sallow fa.ee whispered tensely. "Go before it's too 

" '" late. I knew they suspected trouble 

tonight, but I never dreamed of your 
.... .getting In here alone. Go — the way 

"What does Manford wantT I you came." * 

To be caught In the yard? he 
, ■’•-““iJ- That fellow s given me 
you that | aW ay by this time. They'll watch that 
exit first." 

He ran along the hallway. At the 
foot of the stairs Nora caught his arm 
again. 

“Where are you going?" 

"Up there." he answered. "I haven't 
the ghost of a show In this suffocat- 
ing basement. They'll look for me 


the old Ford Theater building In 
Washington, historic as the scene of the 
assassination of President Lincoln, the 
War Department has the finger-print 
records of more than 3. 000. 000 young 
Americans. This collection, which is be- 
lieved to be the largest of its kind in the 
world. Is largely the result of the draft. 
To be sure, the War Department had 
maintained an identity section since I8S8 


111 we are Justified In inferring 

. . .... between birth and death there is ab- 

pald by Lieut- not tally with those of any of the solutely no change in. say. 699 out of 

x fake hold-up. M s who had served. 700 of the numerous characteristics 

Wanderer while The peculiar significance of finger 0 f the markings of the fingers of the 
ement. The Chi- prints was well known to the ancients wme person such as can be impressed 
1 " K ?* 5 r. d Bn fi persists in various superstitious and by h | ra wherev er It Is desirable to 

c-soldler of Mil- ceremonial practices, such as "kissing do go . Neither can there be any 
mown to have the book" in connection with the taking change after death up to the time 
either under his of oaths In 1SII Purkenje a professor Xn the skin perishes through dT 

f Edward M of physiology, read before the Unlver- composition. For example, the marks 

that the finger- 8 " y °L Br n e . sl * , i “Xl *" t'"’..'!! on the fingers of many Egyptian mum- 

man who served 1 Impressions in which he gave nine miM and on the paws of stuffed 

he identification ?J a "? 8 j 5 fl ,yp r 8 ^ uu hhn™ monkeys 8l "> remain legible. Very 

vere on file with , 1, F L. 1 i n 1 K° od evidence and careful inquiry Is 

. they sent the f 8 J' ed t h !- ' thuB Been >° J“ s ‘ lf y the popular Idea 

:ged Stranger's" 1 *, ^ ' .^P, d l8 . of the persistence of finger markings, 

for comparison. F‘ p, '?f ,s k ' ri d ' d , n p f r , 1 l a ?5 f JJf; There appear to be no bodily char- 

vestigation that Jj* *" ,^ 2 * 52 ?, “.'i ’ILfiL'ilS acteristlcs other than deep scars and 
e different from publ 'L, , J e o r d V n y i n^r t iM n P ‘ utl00 marka comparable In thetr per- 
is found that no a means ot laentincauon. slstence to those markings; at the 

"d M- a had * * * * same time they are out of all pro- 

sbuttheTnger IA/' HEN the immigration of the Portion more numerous than any 
B ' . In?, W c- * . . other measurable features. The dl- 

n In Chicago did * T Chinese was causing so much ex- m ensions of the limbs and body alter 

In the course of growth and decay; 

H the color, quantity and quality of the 

hair, the tint and quality of the akin, 
the number and set of the teeth, 
the expression of the features, the 
gestures, the handwriting, even the 
eye color changes after many year*. 
There seems no persistence In the \l*-_ 
Ible parts of the body except In those' 
minute and hitherto disregarded 
ridges." 

* * * a 

CO useful has the Identity section of 
^ the War Department proved that 
every now and then officials are com- 
pelled to squelch some ambitious and 
mercenary sheriff who tries to make 
the service pay him dividends. Ordi- 
narily his method of operation tm 
simple. He makes a collection ot 
notioes of rewards offered for the ap- 
prehension of crimlnala Then he ar- 
rests every tramp who chances to pa ad 
through his bailiwick, takes linger 
print impressions of the unfortunate 


■ wayfarer and sends then, to Wishing, 

ton on the ohanae Of their proving t*> 
be those of soma criminal with a prloa 
on his head. As the War Department 
baa the finger-print records of practi- 
cally every ablebodied young man In 
the United Staten it often ha spent 
that It Is aMe to tell the sheriff th* 
name of the man in custody. There- 
upon the Mmrtff checks over Us list 
of rewards offered and if he finds th* 
captive's name among them, he Im- 
mediately notifies the person* offer- 
ing the reward and then proceeds t# 

collect 1 L 

The War Department Identity seas 
tlon Is In charge of Walter & Kaye, 
who enjoys the distinction of havln* 
_ __ organised the first Identification bu- 

** * *! ' KAO* OF ■i>k PIGEONHOLES IN THE ev . r established In the Amelias!* 

TO TWEN TY RECORDS. EACH RECORD FUR- Army. Mr. Kaye, who is recognised 1 
[ B IDENTITY O*; THE ■»» WHO MADE THE both In the United Btates an d abroad ; 

, {.Continued on Sixth l*age.j~^'._ ' 


office for a purpose which his Inter- walls Its power was radically dl- 
f-renm might have destroyed. minished by the long accumulated 

ference mignr nave ue» dugt the|r entrance had disturbed. As 

" * " far as the first floor was concerned 

TjUT th ® growing day diminished they stood in an empty house. 

■B the importance of the whole ad- Sg? t ford u “^^ the lnspcc tor 
wafa re. That returned to it only snarled to his men. "Scour every 
when the telephone summoned him inch of this place." 
as he was about to .eave hie rooms. Ktun^Uptor^ ^ 

The voice that answered was gnjir, a f terTloon _ This house was used as 
disapproving. a dive no later than this afternoon." 

-It's Ed. at headquarters. Say. The plaln-clothcs men returned al- 
youTe got me in bad. That pigtail most at once. There was not a per- 
of yourfc Can’t make out the chief. <=on In the house— not a piece of fur- 
MJght be a member of his own fam- nltur< ‘: The grime on the walls, the 

thick dust testified to its long disuse. 
Manford's superior wisdom ap- 


I’ve got. Fm going to use your repu- across the face. An ugly, reddish Hi# 
tatton to make it llfa" mgrk survived. 

“You do mean It. I can’t do it. I You coward, Jlnri" 
tell you I can’t do It” The curtains were wider, but al- FJM 

Garth reached out and grasped the ways, as he forced her back, he com- 
telephone. Black stumbled to hla bated the desire to draw her closer ’ 

feet and tore at Garth's arm. instead, to heal with his lips the I ; 

"What are you going to do?’ ecar with which his precipitancy had 

"Call for a patrol wagon to drive up marked her. - M-- -> 

to your exalted home.” She cried out again. He glanced at 

"No. no. no!” the curtaina He let her go. staring 

•Then you agree?" with a sense of loathing at a yellow. 

'Then I agree." wrinkled face, which protruded from SU 

The gleam In Black's eye was re- the purple, and permitted him to see, rARINl 
vesting. It retarded Garth’s relief, glistening above it, a braid of hair, 

It warned him that, entering the serp«nt-llke and perilous. jiismk.. 

place alone, he could be handled, as. The leering face was withdrawn. PRINT. 


“What are you driving at. Ed? 
Meat's the matter with the pigtail?’ 

“Dead — that’s alL Must have done 
It right after you left. Choked him- 




